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14 Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel!  Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 

Daughter Jerusalem!  15 The LORD has taken away your punishment, he has turned back 

your enemy.  The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm.  
16 On that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands hang 

limp.  17 The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves.  He will take great 

delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with 

singing.” 

 

It’s not Christmas until _______________.  How would you fill in that blank?  We all 

have our own unique little traditions.  Things we like to do every year.  Maybe it doesn’t feel like 

Christmas until you’ve baked a certain kind of cookie or hung a special ornament on the tree, 

heard a favorite song on the radio or set up the nativity scene.  Fifty years ago this past 

Wednesday, on December 9, 1965, a movie aired on CBS which would soon become a 

Christmas icon and a tradition for millions of families.  This year marks the fiftieth anniversary 

of A Charlie Brown Christmas.  And for many people today, it just isn’t Christmas until we’ve 

watched Linus head out to center stage with his familiar blue blanket and remind us what 

Christmas is all about. 

The movie focuses on Charlie Brown’s feelings about the Christmas season.  He wants to 

feel the same happiness as everyone else, but the long and short of it is, he’s depressed.  He 

keeps searching for the true meaning of Christmas and he just can’t seem to figure out what it is.  

It’s pretty easy for us to land in the same boat as Charlie Brown when we looked around this 

world to find true meaning for the Christmas or, to be fair, the true meaning for anything.  In our 

second lesson this morning, we heard the apostle Paul encouraging us to rejoice.  But sometimes 

our lives are, frankly, discouraging; we’ve all had days or seasons when there just isn’t all that 

much cause for joy in our lives. 

It helps if we take a closer look at what the Apostle Paul tells us to do.  Philippians 4:4 

Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: rejoice!  Did you catch it?  The key for finding 

joy is not to look for it in our lives or in the world around us, Paul tells us to rejoice in the Lord.  

Just as Linus points out to Charlie Brown, our true source of joy in this Christmas season is the 

joy that our Lord and Savior Jesus has brought us. 

That’s the same message that Zephaniah had for the Old Testament nation of Judah.  

Zephaniah is the last of our three Old Testament messengers that we’re looking at this year as we 

head into Christmas.  Last week we looked at a message of love from the prophet Malachi.  Do 

you remember how when we first read through Malachi’s message that concept of love didn’t 

exactly jump out?  Well that’s not exactly the case with our message this morning from 

Zephaniah.  It’s packed full of expressions of joy making it abundantly clear as you listen to 

God’s Word for you today that He wants you to rejoice in your coming Savior. 

Now, if you were to start reading at the beginning of Zephaniah’s prophecy, you would a 

very different tone.  The first words we hear from God is that He going to cut off mankind from 

the face of the earth.  He warns the nation of Judah that He is going to punish all who have 
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turned away from Him to other gods or become complacent in their worship.  He describes their 

downfall in detail and then goes on to detail the complete and total destruction of the Philistines, 

the Moabites, the Ammonites, the Cushites, and the Assyrians saying that the day of His wrath is 

coming when all those who have sinned against Him will have their blood and their guts poured 

out on the ground like filth and dirt. 

There are some pretty harsh words in the opening chapters of Zephaniah.  And they don’t 

leave much room to the imagination.  But God spoke those words as a wakeup call to His people.  

It’s also a wakeup call for us.  It isn’t too hard for us to take on the same attitude as Zephaniah’s 

contemporaries, an attitude that says that we can get away sin.  It’s alright if I do this this one 

time, nobody will notice.  God isn’t going to anything about it.  Well, what do you know?  I got 

away with it.  I guess that means I can do it again.  You’ve been there, haven’t you?  You’ve had 

those thoughts and I have too, we all have.  So we often need the harsh words of God’s law 

where He reminds us how bad our sin really is and how awful and terrible the punishment for 

those sins will be.   

But, once again, mixed in with that message of wrath and destruction there’s also a cry 

for repentance.  At the beginning of chapter two Zephaniah say, seek the LORD.  Seek 

righteousness and humility and perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the LORD’s 

anger (Zeph 2:3).  God does not want to destroy sinful people.  He does not want to punish you 

for your sins either.  What He wants is for us to turn from our sins, to repent of them, and to look 

to Him for salvation.   

God does not want us to suffer; He doesn’t want us to be depressed; He wants us to be 

filled with joy.  So He sent His Son into this world to free us from our worries and fears and 

from the danger of our sin.  He sent His Son to bring us a reason to rejoice.  Here’s what God has 

to say to those who come to Him for salvation: Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel!  Be 

glad and rejoice with all your heart, Daughter Jerusalem!   

Even in that first verse from our text, Zephaniah encourages us to rejoice in four different 

ways!  The first is that word “sing.”  Now in English, singing can take a number of different 

forms, you can sing a sad song, a happy song, or an angry song.  You can sing a song that is full 

of meaning or a song that is meaningless words put to music.  There’s a Hebrew word for 

singing that is kind of a catch all like that for any time we put words with music, but that isn’t the 

word that Zephaniah used here.  What we have here is a special kind of singing.  The word he 

uses here is one that was only used to talk about singing a song of joy and praise to God.  Bottled 

up in that one little word we get the idea that God is urging us to sing a new song to the LORD, 

proclaiming to the world what He has done, and rejoicing in the salvation He brings us. 

The next expression we have there in verse fourteen is “shout aloud,” and again our 

English translations don’t really give it justice.  Originally, the verb that Zephaniah uses here 

wasn’t about shouting at all, it actually meant to sound a blast on a trumpet.  Eventually, it also 

took on the meaning of the shouts of joy and victory that would accompany the trumpet blast at 

the victors’ return from battle.  So the sense we have here is the victorious cry that we have as 

our champion, Jesus comes to us after His triumph over sin and death.   

In the next line, Zephaniah says to be glad and rejoice with all your heart.  Literally, what 

he’s saying is rejoice with joy with all of your being!  Why?  Because the LORD has taken 

away your punishment, he has turned back your enemy.  The LORD, the King, is with you; 

never again will you fear any harm. 

There are going to be days when you around at the world and wind up shaking your head 

and, like our good friend Charlie Brown, you’ll say, “good grief, this world is sure screwed up.”  
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There will be days when you look at yourself in the mirror and think, “good grief, I really 

screwed up this time.”  And on those days, God says to you, “Don’t fear, my daughter, my son.  

Don’t hang your heads.  The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves.  

What is it about the Christmas season that fills our hearts with joy?  The temporal 

blessings that God has given us can certainly play a part.  But those blessings and the joy they 

bring may not always be so abundant, or so noticeable.  What will never go away is the joy we 

have because we have been rescued from sin and punishment by our Savior, Jesus.  But that isn’t 

just something that happened a couple thousand years ago.  There’s something very immediate 

and present in that expression, The LORD is with you.  That name, Emmanuel, which we sung in 

in our opening hymn, means just that: God with us.  Yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 

Of all the different expressions for joy Zephaniah employs in these four verses, the best 

by far come in verse 17.  He will rejoice over you with gladness; He will be silent in His love 

and will rejoice over you with a shout for joy.  Where is our real source of joy?  What is it 

that’s able to conquer our anxiety, and stress, and depression?  What leads us to rejoice in the 

Lord?  It’s the fact that the Lord rejoices in you!  When He returns on that Last Day, He won’t 

remark on your sins or rebuke you for them, because He’s already washed them away through 

the victory He won for you on the cross.  Instead, He is going to cry out with a shout of joy, 

throw open His arms and welcome you home.  Because of that—because you have a LORD who 

rejoices in you—you don’t need to be fear anything.  You can rejoice as well.  To put a spin on a 

familiar verse: We rejoice because He first rejoiced in us.   

I rewatched A Charlie Brown Christmas this week.  And I noticed something I had never 

noticed before.  Linus came out to the center of the stage and called for the lights.  A single 

spotlight illuminated him and started reciting the Christmas account from the Gospel of Luke:  
8And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night.  9And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  10And the angel said unto them, 

Fear not…  And that was when I saw it.  As he spoke the words, “fear not,” Linus opened up his 

hand and let that little blue blanket fall down to the floor.  It’s a small detail, but it packs a pretty 

powerful punch when you know the significance of that blanket.  Linus took that blanket 

everywhere because it gave him a sense of security.  The one thing that could give him a greater 

sense of security was the message the angel had to share:  Fear not; for, behold, I bring you 

tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord (Lk 2:8-10 KJV). 

My prayer for you is that this Christmas, and throughout your lives, you would continue 

to find joy and comfort and security in that same message.  You have a Savior, Christ the Lord, 

who is with you and who rejoices over you.  He is your true source of joy.  

Amen. 

 


